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Special Election Overview 
• Special Election for Bristol-Plymouth Regional Technical School’s proposed $305 million 
school building project is scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2022 between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

• Dighton residents vote at Dighton Elementary School, located at 1250 Somerset Ave

• Special Election is being held in accordance with the provisions of Section 16(n) of 
Chapter 71 of the Massachusetts General Laws; provides that “such debt is approved by 
a majority of the registered voters in the member towns voting on the question”

• Election results depend on the total number of voters in B-P member communities 
who vote in the March 5, 2022 Special Election

• This presentation seeks to help residents make an informed decision on the ballot 
question. If approved, the project will impact Dighton’s budgetary position, for which 
town officials have already begun planning



Project Overview 
• Of the proposed $305 million project, the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(MSBA) has committed $125.5 million to the project through a project funding 
agreement contingent on B-P receiving local approval at March 5th election

• This leaves $180 million in remaining costs to be funded by B-P’s member communities

• Dighton’s estimated share is between $21.5 million to $22.7 million dollars based on 
Dighton student enrollment (currently 103 students or 7.76%), and based on debt 
structure including interest

• $800,000 per year cost to Dighton operating budget for 30 years



Tax and Budgetary Impact

• B-P representatives presented tax impact information estimated for an average single 
family home during the town’s February 7, 2022 project information session

• Project funding would be assessed to the town, raised through property taxes, and paid 
through the town’s budget and appropriations process. $800K per year.



Budgetary Impact

• Town has a priority of conservative-based budgeting aimed at limiting burden on 
Dighton residents and taxpayers

• Example: Funding $379K Police Station debt service using free cash (i.e. higher than projected 
revenues, unspent budget funding) increases excess levy capacity and prevents cost from 
being included in tax rate

• Financial planning and sustainable revenue forecasting a top priority in the FY23 
budget, especially as it relates to education assessments (+$677K from FY22) and the 
rising costs of delivering core town-wide services



Budgetary Impact – Would Cause Need 
for Debt Exclusion
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Budgetary Impact
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Budgetary Impact – Assumes No 
Enrollment Change

*** Assumptions Based Only on Current Operating Position Informed By FY 2023 Projections ***



Related Considerations

• Town residents have long supported debt exclusions for education-related capital 
projects

• Absorbing costs with no debt exclusion would greatly impact town’s credit rating and 
ability to plan and borrow for future projects

• Paying full project costs under existing levy would threaten town’s ability to budget 
conservatively to limit burden on Dighton residents and taxpayers

• Not excluding debt could put the town on an extremely slippery slope where education 
budgets would significantly crowd out ability to fund core town government functions 
and capital projects

• Other B-P member communities planning to propose debt exclusions if school building 
project is approved. A debt exclusion vote could be held in a future town election.
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